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November 29, 2021 

 

Dear Friend, 

“I have had a library card since we moved to Webster City in 1964. I love everything 
about it and use it as much as possible.”  

That’s the first comment we received from a patron when we asked followers some 
questions about Kendall Young Library on Facebook 
not too long ago. Those words encapsulate a long-
time and great use of our library resources.  
 
Even if you haven’t had your library card since 1964, 
you have your own reasons why you like Kendall 
Young Library. Maybe you’ve checked out one of the 
10,646 fiction books that have gone out this year? 
Or maybe you’re one of the 534 people who have 
used one of our computers since the beginning of the year? Or maybe you’re one of 
the 113 families that checked out a KYL Adventure Pass for admission to one of 
Iowa’s great museums or attractions since January? Whatever your purpose, you 
know that Kendall Young Library is here for you. 
 

As a privately funded entity, Kendall Young Library is uniquely positioned to serve 
the citizens of Hamilton County and beyond. Because of donors like you, we don’t 
have to rely on city, state or federal funding to continue being here for the 
community. And, because of donors like you, we have expanded our services way 
beyond Kendall Young’s initial wishes to provide “such books and reading matter as 
shall be helpful and instructive to the mass of the people of the city.” 
 

One way we’ve expanded is the Library of Things. This 
includes items like board and card games, puzzles, 
Magnatiles, a music making kit, hotspots and even ukuleles. 
Your support will allow us to continue enlarging the Library 
of Things. 
 
Another service expansion is hoopla™. This digital media 
service allows you to borrow ebooks, audiobooks, movies, 
television shows, and even comic books. Imagine, reading 
your favorite Marvel comic on your telephone or watching 

your favorite movie for free on your smart television! Since the beginning of the 
year, over 11,000 titles have been borrowed from this collection. 
 

1201 Willson Avenue, Webster City, Iowa 50595 | Phone: 515-832-9100 

Fax: 515-832-9102 | Email: info@kylib.org | www.kylib.org  



 
 This year, we also had to think outside the box for ways to get you the books you 
wanted to read. Curbside pickup is a popular way we serve our community these 
days. At the peak of the pandemic, curbside pickup allowed over 1,500 people per 
month to borrow books, movies, audiobooks and much, much more. This service is 
still available today for patrons not yet comfortable coming back into the library. 
All of these new services have come about because of donors like you. 
 
Because of donors like you, we’ve been able to allow over 400 people access and 
use of our WiFi signal. And almost 100 people have used our computers to fill out 
job applications and take exams, among other things.  

 
 And let’s not forget the books! Books are the reason why Kendall Young left his sizable estate to the city 
in 1896 to establish and maintain a free public library. Because of Mr. Young and donors like you, we’ve 
purchased 145 new adult and children’s books for our collection - just in the month of October! Because 
of donors like you, we’ve been able to loan out almost 375 books through the Inter Library Loan program. 
Because of donors like you, we have a vast selection of large print books. Because of donors like you, 
we’re expanding our selection of adult and children’s books in Spanish. Because of donors like you, we’ve 
had over 15,000 people walk through our doors and borrow or use over 31,000 
items so far this year. 
 
These numbers seem large, but, because of the pandemic, our usage numbers are 
way down. We can increase these numbers with your help! We can expand our 
digital media borrowing options, and we can start bringing back our adult and child 
programming to include everyone in our community. We can build up our Library of 
Things to include more adult items as well as items for kids. We can add more 
attractions to the Adventure Pass. We can do it all because of donors like you. 
 
Whether you’ve had your library card for one year or 51 years. Whether you like to check out 
books, magazines, games or ukuleles in person, or read, watch movies and listen to music or 
books digitally, you can do your part to help Kendall Young Library continue to serve. Please 
consider a donation so we may maintain Kendall Young’s determination to provide a free public 
library which is helpful and instructive to the mass of the people of Webster City, Hamilton 
County and beyond. 
 
Sincerely,  

 

  

Carol Yanda     Crystal Gordon 
Board President    Gifts Chair 

 


